Netvort:  Parshas VeZos HaBeracha, 5770 The Big Picture 
By Rabbi Joshua (pictorially known as The Hoffer) Hoffman

In memory of my teacher, Rabbi Aharon Soloveichik, zt'l, whose eighth Yahrzheit occurred this past Tuesday night and Wednesday, the eighteenth of Tishrei. May his memory be for a blessing and may his teachings and influence live on. 

Parshas Vezos HaBeracha records the blessings that Moshe gave to the twelve tribes, individually and collectively, before he died. The Ramban cites a midrash which explains the 'vav; in 'VeZos" as a connective letter, thus rendering the first two words in the parsha as 'and this is the blessing.' This rendering connects the blessings of Moshe to the blessings that Yaakov gave to his children before he died. Moshe was now preparing the tribes to fulfill the potential that each one had, in order to fashion, in Eretz Yisroel, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 

Unlike Yaakov’s blessings, however, the berachos given by Moshe are preceded by two verses which saygarim, 33:2-3) The rabbis tell us that these verses allude to the fact that God offered the Torah to Edom, who sits in Mt. Seir, and Yishmael, who resided in Mt. Paran, before offering it to the Jewish nation, but they rejected it because it contained laws that were in conflict with their essential nature. The Ramban, in fact cites a midrash according to which this offer was made to all the nations of the world. What was the purpose of alluding to this offer at the beginning of Moshe's blessings to the tribes?

Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, in his Kedushas Levi to VeZos HaBeracha, explains that these verses were meant to further endear the Jewish nation to God, since they were the only one among all the nations of the world who accepted the Torah when offered it.  There is, however, an approach to this midrash, cited in the name of the Maharal (see Eclusiveness and Tolerance by Jacob Katz), according to which this offer never really took place. Rather, God, knowing the nature of all the other nations of the world, understood that they would not agree to fulfill the mitzvos of the Torah, and, so, He never offered it to them. What, then, according to this approach to the midrash, was the purpose of Moshe's preamble to his blessings?

I would like to suggest an answer based on the comments of the Ramban, towards the end of parshas Ha'azinu. He writes that the reason God was so insistent on man He created the world in order for man to recognize Him and accord Him honor. Eventually, it was only the Jewish people who had a true recognition of God, and, if they were destroyed because of their sins, the entire creation of the world would have been for naught. Therefore, He continues to preserve the Jewish nation, and, hopefully, the other nations of the world will eventually come to a recognition of God, as well, inspired by the example of the Jews. Rashi, in fact, in his commentary to VeZos cites a midrash which says that when the nations of the world come to Eretz Yisroel to do business with the Jews, they will visit the Temple and be so inspired by what they see there that they will abandon their idolatrous practices and serve the true God. 

Following the Ramban, then we can suggest that the purpose of Moshe's preamble to his blessings, recounting the fact that no other nation accepted the Torah, was his way of reminding the tribes of their historic task in Eretz Yisroel. By actualizing the potential each of them had, they would form a nation that would inspire all of mankind to recognize God and honor Him, which was the ultimate purpose of creation, according to the Ramban. With this perspective in mind, we can understand why, on Simchas Torah, we read the beginning of parshas Bereishis after completing VeZos HaBeracha. Aside from the reason of demonstrating that we never finish studying Torah, there is a contextual connection, as well. The berchos given to the tribes had the ultimate purpose of fulfilling God's plan for the world.  The midrash in parshas Beresihis, cited by Rashi there, says that one meaning of the word 'bereishs' is for the sake of Yisrael, which is called 'reishis,' or the choicest of all nations. May we all live to see the fulfillment of this goal.  

The entire Netvort staff wishes a joyous Shemini atzeres and Simchas Torah to all. 


