לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת תזריע-מצרע

ארבעה חשובין כמת - עני ומצורע וסומא ומי שאין לו בנים.  עני דכתיב - כי מתו כל האנשים.  מצורע דכתיב - (במדבר יב) אל נא תהי כמת וסומא דכתיב - (איכה ג) במחשכים הושיבני כמתי עולם ומי שאין לו בנים דכתיב - הבה לי בנים ואם אין מתה אנכי.  (נדרים ס"ד:)
There are a four situations which Chazal describe as “considered not to be among the living”:

· An impoverished person

· A person who has no children

· A blind person

· A metzora

What is common to all these situations, that makes them considered to be as not among the living??

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz explains that all these people, in these situations, are cut off from society, בדד ישב, in one way or another.  Isolation is the most excruciating form of suffering to the human being.  A person who feels cut off and disconnected from society, loses desire to live.  This is precisely what Choni Hame’agel meant when he said, “או חברותא, או מיתותא”.  Without people who value and respect the person, and who give him the feeling of being connected to the world, a person feels as good as dead.

Let us look at this metzora.  What did he look like?? What terrible acts did he do to become so repulsive and rejected?  Among the sins that are enumerated, the sin of lashon horah stands out.  The metzora had spoken lashon hora, evil talk about others.  He pushed aside all the good qualities, and like a sick fly, he sought out the flaws in others, and started buzzing around these sore spots.  Thus he called attention to these flaws for all to see.  Hashem brought the evil concealed within him clearly to the outside, revealed openly for all to see.

You see, this metzora was a most sophisticated and complicated person.  Had you met him on the street before he was struck with tzora’as, you would have never suspected anything.  Everything was finessed.  He seemed so sociable, so personable.  He spoke sweetly and knew just what to say..

But Hashem created the world in order that we build and not destroy.  Hashem does not let things go on and on unchecked.  Hashem brings out into the open the concealed and disguised evil, in order that we see and understand clearly what it is that Hashem wants from us. מצרע = מוציא רע 

והצרוע אשר בו הנגע בגדיו יהיו פרמים וראשו יהיה פרוע ועל שפם יעטה וטמא טמא יקרא.   כל ימי אשר הנגע בו, יטמא טמא הוא  בדד ישב, מחוץ למחנה מושבו    

The metzora is commanded to rent his garments – the clothes that he so carefully chose in order to appear so refined, upright and presentable, must be torn away.  His hair, representing his thoughts, which he so carefully kept groomed and coiffed, must grow wild for all to see.  His mouth, which he used so deviously to shoot his poison around, must be covered up.  And because he interfered in relationships, broke up friendships, broke up marriages, caused others to be delegitimized and isolated, he must sit all alone, in isolation.. 

As we have painfully stated before, it is becoming more and more clear that the so-called frum yeshiva establishment today has lost its way.  The goals that have become the priorities and the manner in which all functions are carried out are not at all in accordance with the תורה הקדושה.  What makes everything so confusing is that this is the address that is most identified with Torah.  There seems no where else to go.

One of the big tactics used by the yeshiva stablishment is the attempted isolation of anyone or anything that is perceived as slightly different and a threat to the maintenance of the system.  This is done in a very calculated and cunning way, because deligitimization is a very subtle art.  The results to the victim, however, are devastating.

What happens to a child who attends a school in which a concrete wall has been constructed in order to separate between the Ashkenazim and the Sefardim??  And what happens to a child who attends a school where a different color shirt is worn by the Ashkenazim and by the Sefardim??  And what happens to a child who attends a cheder which has three parallel classes.  The children of the higher status (fancy, well-connected names) families are in the class called the “tzaddikim”, the middle status (children of ‘mitkchazkim’) called the “bainonim”, and the lower class (children of baalei teshuva) called “resha’im”?   How did things become so wild?  Is this India?  Is this apartheid in South Africa?  It is so wild, it is surreal.

And just this past week an audio clip was broadcast on secular Israeli radio, in which a principal of a girl’s elementary school is overheard warning and threatening a mother not to push her child into the school, (the mother’s legal right to do so) against the wishes of the school’s management.  “If you persist and send your daughter to our school, she will be ostracized.  No one will sit next to her.  No one will play with her at recess.  No one will come over to her house.  No one will lend her their notebooks.  She will become a museum piece.”

The institutions are becoming these exclusive places which everyone feels they must be a part of, in order to get anywhere in life, in shidduchim, in jobs, in housing, to sum it up, in all of life’s opportunities.  There is a power structure here that goes against the entire basis of the Torah, of Tzelem Elokim, of bechirah chofshis, of אנכי ה' אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים מבית עבדים.

No one says anything, and things get worse. The arrogance balloons, the people feel more and more depersonalized and enslaved.  

Let us take notice how week after week, new scandals, each greater that its predecessor, erupt.  Hashem is calling our attention to the true face of arrogance.  Hashem is revealing the evil and ugliness concealed in all the exclusive power structure called the frum yeshiva establishment.   

The word נגע has the same letters as the word ענג.  The difference is in the order of the letters.  Open your eyes, ע, and you turn the נגע into ענג .  This is what Hashem wants from us.  To open our eyes, and see what is happening before us.  To identify the acts of resha, and to distance ourselves from the contaminated behavior of those who have become very confused and lost.

The medrash explains the parsha of Taharas Habayis as an illusion to Binyan bayis Shlishi:

לכן כה אמר ה' אלהים הנני יסד בציון אבן אבן בחן פנת יקרת מוסד מוסד המאמין לא יחיש (ישעיהו כ"ח, ט"ז)
A gutten Erev Shabbos from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh
