לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל

The Battle for the Survival of Am Yisrael

At the end of forty years of wandering in the midbar, Am Yisrael finally reached the threshold of Eretz Yisrael.  Bil’aam harasha viciously stepped in and brought about the sin of baal peor amongst Am Yisrael.  This chet in Am Yisrael incurred a punishment of mega proportions.  According to Rashi, one quarter of Am Yisrael lost their lives on account of their sinning with bnos mo’av.  

ונתתי לך ולזרעך אחריך את ארץ מגריך את כל ארץ כנען לאחזת עולם והייתי להם לאלהים..

 זאת בריתי אשר תשמרו ביני וביניכם ובין זרעך אחריך  המול לכם כל זכר. (בראשית י"ז)

The covenant of Bris Milah is interwoven with Bris HaAretz.  HaShem promised Eretz Yisrael to Avraham Avinu on condition that we keep the Bris.  (The Zohar explains that this is the reason the bnai yishmael have a temporary footing in Eretz Yisrael – because they circumcise themselves.)  The covenant of Bris Milah is much more than just the physical act of circumcision, carried out at eight days. Shmiras HaBris refers to a way of life of Kedusha, a lifestyle of highest moral standards.  If right on the doorstep of Eretz Yisrael these values were so compromised, it is understandable that Am Yisrael was in great trouble..

אל תטמאו בכל אלה כי בכל אלה נטמאו הגוים אשר אני משלח מפניכם.. 

ולא תקיא הארץ אתכם בטמאכם אותה כאשר קאה את הגוי אשר לפניכם.  (ויקרא י"ח)

And so we are told,

מ' שחטף פנחס דהות טאס מלאה דם על מישרייהון דישראל.

Pinchas saw the letter Mem, filled with blood, hovering ominously over Am Yisrael.  

The whole existance of Am Yisrael was hanging precariously, “full of blood”.  The forty year sojourn, which was a training and preparation for entry to the Land, was just about over.  Moshe Rabbainu, the faithful shepherd, who so passionately and successfully interceded on behalf of his nation by the chet ha’egel and by the chet hameraglim, was very soon to pass away.   The entry into Eretz Yisrael was imminent.  What would be with the future of Klal Yisrael?!

Pinchas, in an great act of מסירות נפש, intervened, and saved Am Yisrael.

לכן אמור לו, הנני נותן לו את בריתי שלום.

What is this "ברית שלום" that was granted to Pinchas?  It is obviously not just a personal reward, granted to Pinchas for his courageous act.  What is its meaning and significance in the greater context of קיום עם ישראל ? 

Pinchas became an eternal guardian of Am Yisrael.  He became the guardian of the peace between HaShem and His nation.  Pinchas established important new precedents that rescue and preserve Am Yisrael throughout the millennia.

Let us review the story:

Multitudes of Am Yisrael were seduced by the bnos mo’av and were guilty of immorality and idolatry.  HaShem’s wrath was incurred.  HaShem instructed Moshe to set up courts to charge all the sinners and punish them by hanging.  Zimri, supported by the entire tribe of Shimon, then grabbed Cozbi, and audaciously accused Moshe of hypocrisy saying that  Moshe himself was married to a former midianite.  Zimri proceeded to sin publicly with her.  Moshe Rabbainu was blocked by Heaven from focusing on the halachic action that had to be done.  The rest of the nation stood by, crying.  A deadly plague was claiming more and more lives..

Pinchas realized the grave danger of the situation.  He took the רומח, entered into the tent of Zimri, and killed Zimri and Cozbi.  

The halacha of קנאים פוגעים בו and its application was not simple.  The זקנים wanted to excommunicate Pinchas for taking the law into his own hands.  The shvatim jeered, saying that he had acted in the fashion and manner of his midianite maternal grandfather Yisro.  They claimed that he was activated by his murderous, angry nature, characteristic of the midianite nation of which he was a descendant. 

It was no self-serving task that Pinchas took upon himself, contrary to the tribes' claim.  When Pinchas arrived at the scene, he became terrified at the sight of the multitudes gathered around.  The chances of Pinchas coming out from the ordeal alive were close to nil.  It is very important to learn from here that Kana’us, or righteous indignation and zealousness is not when a person acts with a supporting group backing him.  The Kotzker says that we see an allusion to this idea from the fact that the parshios preceding parshas Pinchas, of Chukas and Balak,  some years are read together.  Also Matos and Mas’ei, the parshios after Pinchas, are usually read together.  The parsha of Pinchas, however, always stands alone..

Pinchas acted upon a profound awareness and sense that what was going on was perilous to the future of Am Yisrael, and something had to be done immediately.  However, he could not do this on his own. The task of Pinchas was not only to kill Zimri and Cozbi. The goal was to bring  Shevet Shimon to do teshuva.  Pinchas was not able to do all this with his own moral and spiritual strength.

Pinchas was confronting the evil designs and machinations of the malevolent and wicked sorcerer Bil’aam harasha. The Megaleh Amukos explains that HaShem endowed Pinchas with the כוחות הנפש of the three Avos. The gematria of Pinchas is ח“,ר two hundred and eight, which is equivalent to the gematria of Yitzchak.  This is because the initiative of Pinchas of קנאים פוגעין בו was grounded in the midah of gevurah, the midah of Yitzchak Avinu.  Pinchas then grabbed the מ' from the word מות (ר"ל) which was hovering ominously over Am Yisrael.   This מ' was added to ר"ח and it became רמ"ח, which is the equivalent value of -  אברהם the middah of chessed.  Then Pinchas grabbed the ו' from the word   מות (ר"ל)which was hovering threateningly over Am Yisrael. ו' signifies the midah of Tiferes which is the midah of Yaakov Avinu.  This is the רומח through which Pinchas was able to vanquish the dark and evil forces which were threatening to destroy the Jewish People.  Zimri and Cozbi were killed, but not before Zimri and all of Shevet Shimon were מהרהר בתשובה.   Pinchas survives miraculously and succeeds heroically to return Am Yisrael to HaShem and the Torah.

The Megaleh Amukos explains that Pinchas, through his heroic action, effected kaparah for Am Yisrael not only at that time but for all generations.  The z’chus of Pinchas opened the middah of Divine Chessed for Am Yisrael for all the ensuing millennia.                            As we says in Selichois on Yom Kippur Katan, בזכות פנחס קנאה בדיל ויעבור.  When HaShem says ויכפר על בני ישראל, it means that the z’chus of Pinchas effects kaparah לנצח for Am Yisrael.  This is because through the z’chus of Pinchas, the fulfillment of krias shma and tefilla is considered like קרבנות, like  חלב ודשן. The רמח which Pinchas used was the כוח of קריאת שמע ותפלה (krias shma has רמ"ח תבות) which then became a כפרה של קרבנות לדורות for Am Yisrael.

א"ר אלעזר מאי דכתיב כן אברכך בחיי בשמך אשא כפי כן אברכך בחיי זו קריאת שמע בשמך אשא כפי זו תפלה ואם עושה כן עליו הכתוב אומר כמו חלב ודשן תשבע נפשי ולא עוד אלא שנוחל שני עולמים העוה"ז והעולם הבא שנאמר ושפתי רננות יהלל פי.             Pinchas effected that Am Yisrael would have כפרה של קרבנות לדורות through קריאת שמע ותפלה, even when there is no Bais HaMikdash.  Since Pinchas caused that throughout all the ensuing millennia the recital of  krias shma and tefilla would be considered as הקרבת קרבנות,  Pinchas thereby became the מקריב רחוקים לקדושה in a similiar fashion to the מלאך מיכאל who is מקריב נשמות ישראל.  This is why Pinchas received ברית כהונת עולם.

ועל דרך הפשט אמר בפ' היה קורא (דף ט"ז:) א"ר אלעזר כן אברכך בחיי זה ק"ש ובשמך אשא כפי זה תפלה כמו חלב ודשן כאלו הקריב קרבן ופנחס גרם לתקן קרבנות בכוונת ק"ש ותפלה ויקח רמ"ח תיבין דק"ש ז"ש אברככה מנין אברככה הוא רמ"ח תיבין וכו' לכן זכה להקריב קרבן ושפתי רננות בעוה"ז ובעוה"ב, נתן הקב"ה לפנחס ברית כהונת עולם כי הוא המקריב רחוקים לקדושה כמו שמיכאל מקריב נשמותיהן של ישראל (מגלה עמוקות)

The Megaleh Amukos explains that the great z’chus of Pinchas was that he was ready to perish for the sanctification of the Name of HaShem.

והנה רזא עילאה לדעתי כמו שעתה זכה פינחס שהוא אליהו דעליה איתמר הוא יהיה לך לפה כי הוא סוד תורה שבע"פ כל הספיקות מונח עד שיבא אליהו תי"ק"ו וזכה במסירת נפשו למיתה שלקח רמ"ח בידו ושם נפשו בכפו גרם יחודא לעילא  כדין מי שמוסר נפשו למיתה ונכנס בשלום עילאה שהוא יוסף ז"ס ויעמוד פנחס ויפלל בגי' יוסף לכן ניתן לו ברית שלום בו' קטיעא שהוא גבר שלים בתרין שלומין שלום שלום לרחוק ולקרוב. (מגלה עמוקות)

Since Pinchas is the pillar of  תורה שבעל פהand because Pinchas was ready to die to sanctify the name of HaShem, therefore Pinchas was זוכה to effect a tikun of יחודא עילאה  and יחודא תתאה.  This is the meaning ofברית שלום .  Pinchas was זוכה to effect a tikun of יחודא עילאה  and יחודא תתאה for all generations.  יחודא עילאה ויחודא תתאה are two forms of                        קבלת עול מלכות שמים.  The Zohar says that יחודא עילאה is the קבלת עול מלכות שמים of שמע ישראל ה' אלקינו ה' אחד, which declares the absolute singular and alone existence of HaShem and the nullity of all other existence.  This is referred to as ביטול אמיתי.  יחודא תתאה  is the  קבלת עול מלכות שמים of ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד, which declares the מלכות  of Hashem in which we, as the subjects of the מלכות of HaShem (because אין מלך בלי עם), must bend our will to fulfill the absolute will of HaShem.   This is referred to as ביטול היש.  And since Pinchas is the pillar of  תורה שבעל פהand because Pinchas was ready to die to sanctify the name of HaShem, therefore Pinchas achieved a tikun of יחודא עילאה  and יחודא תתאה for all generations.  This is the meaning of בריתי שלום.  The וא"ו of שלום is fragmented because it is a double שלום.

שלום עילאה and שלום תתאה.  יחודא עילאה  and יחודא תתאה.

When in times of shmad (ר"ל) entire Jewish communities chose to die  על קדושת השם rather than to bow before a cross ר"ל, this is attributed to the מסירות נפש of Pinchas, in which Pinchas was מוסר נפשו למיתה לכבוד השם.  And when in times of great temptations, Am Yisrael continues to cling loyally to HaShem and the Torah, this is linked to the heroism  demonstrated by Pinchas to preserve the נצחיות of Am Yisrael.  And when בדורו של רבי יהודה ברבי אילעאי היו ששה תלמידים מתכסין בטלית אחת ועוסקים בתורה, this devaikus baHaShem is derived from the self-sacrificing act of Pinchas in which Pinchas thrust himself into great danger to rescue, retrieve and uphold the קדושה of Am Yisrael.  And when נדחי ישראל, who seem to have assimilated and severed all connection to the Torah, miraculously awaken from their slumber by the voice of HaShem that suddenly penetrates their conscience, this is a result of the great act of אהבה of Pinchas for HaShem and Am Yisrael in which Pinchas alone, courageously confronted and vanquished the evil forces generated by Bil’aam harasha.  Pinchas succeeded in being מחזיר עם ישראל בתשובה.  And as a result of this achievement of Pinchas נדחי ישראל,  throughout the curved and sometimes twisted road of Jewish historical experience, return astonishingly to Am Yisrael.

The Parsha of Pinchas tells us how Am Yisrael will continue to be sustained and to flourish after Moshe Rabbeinu passes away. The leadership is given to Yehoshua.  Yehoshua becomes the head of the Mesorah of תורה שבעל פה.  Yehoshua becomes the  Nasi of the Sanhedrin. Yehoshua becomes תחת משה רבינו.  Yehoshua becomes a מלך. Yehoshua becomes the successor of Moshe Rabbeinu.  But Pinchas receives the ברית שלום.  Pinchas protects and preserves the Kedusha and נצחיות of Am Yisrael throughout the uneven but unending and astounding stream of Jewish history and Jewish destiny.

The Megaleh Amukos then says that this great achievement of Pinchas to effect a tikun of יחודא עילאה ויחודא תתאה had a second round – סיבוב שני  - in the Kedusha and Mesirus Nefesh of Rebbe Akiva.

אח"כ בסיבוב שני כל ימיו היה ר"ע מצטער על זה ועלה במחשבה כל ימיו שאם יבא לידו ויקיים לתקן שלום עילאה ותתאה וכן היה שנכנס (חגיגה ט"ו) בשלום ויצא בשלום משלום של בנימין נכנס לשלום של יוסף ונקרא עקיבא בן יוסף שגם הוא היה כלל תורה שבע"פ כי כולהו אליבא דר"ע.  (מגלה עמוקות)

The ברית שלום granted by HaShem to Pinchas, in which there was a tikkun of יחודא עילאה ויחודא תתאה, extends throughout the generations to safeguard and protect the Kedusha and נצחיות of Am Yisrael.  However, this ברית שלום required renewal and reinforcement at the time of churban Bayis Sheni, when Am Yisrael embarked on the long, treacherous and exhausting journey of  galus Edom.  The renewal and reinforcement of the ברית שלום of Pinchas was achieved by Rebbe Akiva, because Rebbe Akiva was an extension of Pinchas.  The Ariz”l says that Rebbe Akiva was a gilgul of Zimri.  This was a rebound of Kedusha based upon the concept of לא ידח ממנו נדח, in which the gilgul of Zimri in the neshama of Rebbe Akiva merged with the fortitude, courage, Kedusha and heroism of Pinchas, because Pinchas succeeded in bringing Zimri to be  מהרהר בתשובה before Zimri died .

 רבי עקיבא נכנס בשלום ויצא בשלום משלום של בנימין נכנס לשלום של יוסף.

בנימין is צדיק תתאה and יוסף is צדיק עילאה.  At the time of churban Bayis Sheni, as Am Yisrael embarks on the long, treacherous and frustrating journey of galus Edom, Rebbe Akiva renews and reinforces the ברית שלום of Pinchas.  Rebbe Akiva is the foundation and pillar of Torah sheb’al peh.  דאמר רבי יוחנן סתם מתניתין רבי מאיר סתם תוספתא רבי נחמיה סתם ספרא רבי יהודה סתם ספרי רבי שמעון וכולהו אליבא דרבי עקיבא.   Rebbe Akiva lived at the time of  churban Bayis Sheni and Rebbe Akiva succeeded in that  period of calamity and crisis to preserve the Torah.  But Rebbe Akiva also effected, through מסירות נפשו ,למיתה על קידוש השם  a tikun of יחודא עילאה ויחודא תתאה to protect and safeguard the Kedusha and נצחיות of Am Yisrael throughout the vast stretch of galus Edom.

כל ימיו היה ר"ע מצטער על זה ועלה במחשבה כל ימיו שאם יבא לידו ויקיים לתקן שלום עילאה ותתאה.

Since Rebbe Akiva was the foundation and pillar of Torah sheb’al Peh and because of the mesirus nefesh of Rebbe Akiva שמסר את נפשו למיתה על קידוש השם,  Rebbe Akiva thereby reinforced the ברית שלום of Pinchas.

And when the time will come for Am Yisrael to be redeemed from Galus Edom,  Eliyahu Hanavi who is Pinchas will appear.  And through the compelling impact of the Kedusha that Eliyahu Hanavi embodies, Eliyahu Hanavi will be מחזיר בתשובה all of Am Yisrael. 

הנה אנכי שולח לכם את אליה הנביא לפני בוא יום ה' הגדול והנורא.  והשיב לב אבות על בנים ולב בנים על אבותם.

Shavua tov from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh

