לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת אחרי מות-קדשים

"כי ביום הזה יכפר עליכם לטהר אתכם מכל חטאתיכם לפני ה' תטהרו"
In this week’s parsha, we learn of the Avodah of the Kohain Gadol on Yom HaKipurim.  One of the central highlights of the Avodas Yom HaKipurim is the bringing of the two goats, one sanctified לה' , and the second, pushed off the cliff, לעזאזל.

"ונתן אהרן על שני השעירם גרלות, גורל אחד לה' וגורל אחד לעזאזל"
What message do these two goats demonstrate to Am Yisrael, for the whole year, for all of time?  It must be a most central and dynamic message, considering the time and place. The act of the גורל was done by the Kohain Gadol, on Yom Kippur, in the Bais HaMikdash; the greatest Kohain of the nation, on the greatest day of the year, in the greatest of all places on earth.
Let us go back in history, to the tent of Yitzchak Avinu who prepared to bestow the worldly blessings on his son Eisav.  As soon as Rivkah found out her husband’s plan, she intervened.  Rivkah ordered her younger son Yaakov to disguise himself, and present himself before his father.  She manipulated the situation, so that Yaakov and not Eisav would receive the brachos, the blessings of Olam Hazeh.  The two goats that Rivkah ordered Yaakov to take were symbolically connected to these worldly blessings that Yitzchak was about to bestow upon his son.  And the same two goats she ordered Yaakov to take for the act were also a prophetic sign for the future:

"קח לי שני גדיי עזים טובים" – טובים לך וטובים לבניך.
לך, שעל ידו אתה נוטל הברכות.

וטובים לבניך, שעל ידו מתכפר להם ביום הכפורים, אחד לה' ואחד לעזאזל.  

Why did Rivkah do this?  Why did she so firmly insist that Yaakov Avinu, and not Eisav, receive the blessings of Olam Hazeh?  Yaakov Avinu was completely immersed in spiritual pursuits, an איש תם ישב אהלים.  He had no desire for materialism.  On the contrary, Yaakov clearly was aware that an indulgent materialistic life is a great impediment to spiritual quest.  What was accomplished by Rivkah Imeinu’s manipulation?

It is true and accurate to say that Olam Hazeh is the realm of Eisav.  He was a wild man and very “worldly”, completely preoccupied in his indulgent, hedonistic pastimes.  Nothing altruistic could come of Eisav’s domination over Olam Hazeh through the blessing he would have received.  And worse, whatever spiritual acquisition did come his way, would be profaned and abused for Eisav’s evil and treacherous designs.   
With this acute awareness, Rivkah arranged that Olam Hazeh and all its pleasure and gratification should legally be the property of Yaakov, through the Brachos.  This “ownership” of Olam Hazeh stands valid, even though Yaakov himself has no connection to the lure of Olam Hazeh, per se.

Olam Hazeh can be used by Yaakov in two ways:

1. לה' – LaHashem.  Material objects and blessings can be elevated and sanctified, used for the purpose of קיום המצוות.  Wealth can be utilized for giving tzedakah, for chessed, for supporting Toirah, for Hiddur Mitzvos. 

2. לעזאזל- Yaakov has no interest in the indulgence of Olam Hazeh.  However, since  Olam Hazeh BELONGS to Yaakov, therefore, all of Eisav’s indulgences must and do add credit and merit to Yaakov’s eternal “bank account”.  Am Yisrael benefits and profits from all the revelry and festivities of Eisav in Olam Hazeh.

וסמך אהרן את שתי ידו על ראש השעיר החי והתודה עליו את כל עונת בני ישראל ואת כל פשעיהם  לכל חטאתם, ונתן אתם על ראש השעיר ושלח ביד איש עתי המדברה.  ונשא השעיר עליו את כל עונתם אל ארץ גזרה ושלח את השעיר במדבר.

What a great accomplishment!!  What a great maneuver for the Jewish People!  No hard feelings when we see Eisav and his ranks “living it up” and having a great time.  There is an accounting, and it all goes to our credit.

This שעיר לעזאזל, pushed off the cliff on Yom HaKipurim, broadcasts a message loud and clear to Am Yisrael:

כי חלק ה' עמו, יעקב חבל נחלתו!!!
Am Yisrael, we belong to Hashem!  We have no part in all the revelry of Eisav in Olam Hazeh. We have no part in his partying, his wild indulgences, in his quests and addictions to power and money and all the vulgarities of Olam Hazeh.  This is not our portion.  It is foreign to us.  It does not suit our essence in any way.  This is the message on Yom Kippur, displayed and broadcast loudly and clearly before our eyes.  This is the message that resounds throughout the year, reverberating throughout our entire frame of existence.  Am Yisrael, remember your essence.  Keep in mind your portion.  Have a clear picture before your eyes the place and destination of all the indulgences of Eisav:   

אל ארץ גזרה.. במדבר."”

והוא היה מתגלגל ויורד, ולא היה מגיע לחצי ההר עד שנעשה אברים אברים, ואמר "כך ימחו עוונות עמך בית ישראל!

(מחזור ליום כפור) 
On Yom Kippur, Am Yisrael would witness the goat disappear into the depths as it was smashed to pieces.  So should all the sins of Am Yisrael be obliterated!   

עלינו לשבח לאדון הכל.. שלא שם חלקנו כהם וגורלנו ככל המונם.. 

*  *  *

With this powerful message highlighted, we decry the situation that has developed today in the yeshiva circles.  How distorted has our situation become, when we hear that official emissaries and family members of Gedolim are involved in all sorts of shady deals, money scandals and bribery (i.e. “the monster on the mountain” holyland affair). The chinuch of our youth is ruined when they observe how many so-called important Rabbonnim and Roshei Yeshiva network themselves in the pursuit of power and prestige for themselves under a mask of Toirah.  Idealism and altruism vanish and are replaced by materialism and a pursuit of power and prestige under an intricate guise of Toirah and mitzvos. This is a great abuse and profanation of Toirah and mitzvos. We are supposed to be repelled by the vulgarities of Olam Hazeh – not buddy up with them.  

A prominent Rosh Yeshiva of one of the largest yeshivas in Yerushalayim “befriended” a wealthy man from the Yeshiva University community.  They both have a similar illness. But there is a great chasm (to say it mildly) between the lifestyle of this Rosh Yeshiva and the lifestyle of this gvir from Yeshiva University.  But this was not an obstacle.  The two would be seen at public affairs, arm in arm. The Rosh Yeshiva and his Rebbitzen would pay social visits to the gvir when the gvir and his wife would come to Yerushalayim. This courtship lasted about a year and a half and the gvir from Yeshiva University would boast of his friendship with this Rosh Yeshiva, until…   The Rosh Yeshiva and his executive director paid a social call to the home of the gvir in East Manhattan.  In this visit, the Rosh Yeshiva asked that a major contribution be made to his yeshiva.  The man hit the roof and said afterwards that they never had any interest in him. They were only interested in his money.  The “friendship” ended abruptly.   

This was not ahavas yisrael, and it was not kiruv rechokim.  This behavior is called deceptionגניבת דעת  and flattery חניפה.

This is not the way of יעקב אבינו Yaakov. This is the way of עשו.

כי תועבת ה' אלקיך כל עושה אלה כל עושה עול.

*  *  *

Am Yisrael, let us remember always,
כי חלק ה' עמו, יעקב חבל נחלתו.
A gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.
