לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל
פרשת משפטים

ויקח ספר הברית ויקרא באזני העם, ויאמרו כל אשר דבר ה' נעשה ונשמע.
Toward the end of Parshas Mishpatim, we are told that Moshe Rabbainu read the “Sefer HaBris” to Am Yisrael.  After this reading, Am Yisrael unanimously declared נעשה ונשמע.  What was written in this Sefer HaBris??  

According to the Ramban, this took place after Parshas Yisro, and after Moshe taught the mishpatim written in Parshas Mishpatim.  This Sefer HaBris had everything that had been taught until now written down in it, including the mishpatim in Parshas Mishpatim.
We find very clear reference to this Sefer HaBris, and its contents, referred to by Yirmiyahu, in the Haftorah of Mishpatim:
כה אמר ה' אלקי ישראל אנכי כרתי ברית את אבותיכם ביום הוצאי אותם מארץ מצרים מבית עבדים לאמר: מקץ שבע שנים תשלחו איש את אחיו העברי אשר ימכר לך ועבדך שש שנים ושלחתו חפשי מעמך..  (ירמיהו ל"ב)
What is so central and crucial in Parshas Mishpatim to make its contents singled out of all the 613 mitzvos to have been written in this special “Sefer HaBris” handed to Am Yisrael now, before anything else was actually written down??  Why are the mitzvos pertaining to the treatment of the עבד עברי highlighted in such a position of prominence?

The Ramban, in the beginning of Parshas Terumah, explains the contents of this Sefer HaBris:

"..וצוה אותם על ידי משה קצת מצוות שהם כמו אבות למצותיה של תורה, כאשר הנהיגו רבותינו עם הגרים שבאים להתיהד.."
At the time of Matan Torah, Am Yisrael were like a Ger coming to convert.  We were given some mitzvos, ones that are central and foundations to all the mitzvos of the Torah.  

Parshas Mishpatim opens with the treatment of slaves.  The Megaleh Amukos, in accordance with the Medrash, teaches that Galus Mitzayim was a direct result of Mechiras Yosef.  The unspeakable act of selling our brother brought about, middah k’negged middah, the שעבוד מצרים.  Towards the end of the parsha we find the very stern warning against verbally abusing the weak and vulnerable.  Again, we find this directly tied into Galus Mitzrayim:

וגר לא תונה ולא תלחצנו כי גרים הייתם בארץ מצרים.  כל אלמנה ויתום לא תענון.. וגר לא תלחץ 

ואתם ידעתם את נפש הגר, כי גרים הייתם בארץ מצרים.
So, in this Sefer HaBris that we were given as a preview to the entire Torah, this is what we find highlighted - the charge and warning not to take advantage of those who are vulnerable.  This was the direct cause of Galus Mitzrayim and the neglect of the commandment of the emancipation of the slaves was also a cause of Galus Bavel.  The Navi Yirmiyahu hightlights the commandment of freeing the avodim:

לָכֵן, כֹּה-אָמַר ה' אַתֶּם לֹא-שְׁמַעְתֶּם אֵלַי, לִקְרֹא דְרוֹר אִישׁ לְאָחִיו וְאִישׁ לְרֵעֵהוּ; הִנְנִי קֹרֵא לָכֶם דְּרוֹר נְאֻם ה' אֶל-הַחֶרֶב אֶל-הַדֶּבֶר וְאֶל-הָרָעָב, וְנָתַתִּי אֶתְכֶם לזועה (לְזַעֲוָה), לְכֹל מַמְלְכוֹת הָאָרֶץ.
The first galus, Galus Mitzrayim came about because of the terrible abuse, the sale of Yosef as a slave.  The experience in Mitzrayim served to forever imprint upon our souls the sensitivity to the individual, his feelings, his needs and his rights.  It is so central to our essence, that in the first and main one of the Aseres Hadibros it is stated:

אנכי ה' אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים מבית עבדים.
The “house of slavery” is so thoroughly familiar to us.  Slavery is the antithesis of אנכי ה' אלקיך.  Every person is created in the image of G-d.  The recognition of this, and the resulting sensitivity and behavior is a foundation of the whole Torah.  It was clearly written down in the preview we received, immediately at the start of Matan Torah.

Have we learned our lesson?

This week, a request was made to Yerushalayim to incorporate a certain original song in a major community production to encourage tznius.  The following is the response that was sent from Yerushalayim to Lakewood:

Dear A.,                                        25th of Shvat, 5770
 
I’m sorry that it took a little longer than expected to send this response.  My husband shlit”a and I were discussing the whole issue of endorsing the idea you had of the Tznius production.  We decided that I really cannot get involved in any way in the activities of the system of Lakewood .  This is because there are very problematic issues with the whole system of Lakewood.  There are a lot of very big avlos that are taking place.  Just to name a few:
*The treatment of girls in shidduchim, whose fathers are unable to make large financial commitments, in accordance with the demands of the boys.

*The treatment of children whose fathers go to work for parnosoh, when it comes to acceptance into the mosdos chinnuch.

*The treatment of the children of baalei teshuvah, when it comes to acceptance into the mosdos chinnuch.

 

These are deep issues that must be addressed if any significant change in the level of tznius is really expected or desired .

 

Because of these issues and others, we decided that I cannot get involved in any way in any of the activities of the Lakewood system.

 

Kol tuv,                  Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh    

A Gutten Erev Shabbos

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh
