לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל

פרשת לך לך

חרב פתחו רשעים ודרכו קשתם , להפיל עני ואביון לטבוח ישרי דרך.  חרבם תבוא בלבם וקשתותם תשברנה.

חרב פתחו רשעים וגו' זה אמרפל וחביריו להפיל עני ואביון זה לוט לטבוח ישרי דרך זה אברהם חרבם תבא בלבם ויחלק עליהם לילה הוא ועבדיו ויכם.
We are all familiar with the story in the parsha of the battle of the four kings against the five kings.  The four kings overpowered the five, and Lot, nephew of Avraham Avinu was taken captive.  Avraham Avinu, with his group of  318 men came to the rescue, and  liberated Lot and all the other prisoners.  Avraham had stood up against four ferocious nations, who now were reinforced with another five mighty nations, with his tiny army.

The mefarshim teach that this was actually the first war that had been waged in the history of mankind.  Ostensibly it was waged between two coalitions of nations, each vying for power.  The medrash, however, reveals to us the underlying motive, the real target.  לטבוח ישרי דרך זה אברהם – to slaughter the righteous, referring to Avraham.  Unintentionally, they missed their target.  This is because Lot resembled Avraham, as a twin. 

Why were the world powers after Avraham Avinu??

Let us go back and study Hashem’s command to Avraham, the commandment of לך לך.  Avraham Avinu is also referred to as Avraham העברי.  This is symbolic.  The entire world stands on one side, and he, on the other.  Avraham Avinu, when he set out on the journey of לך לך, enters a completely new plane of existence.  Ha steps away and separates himself from all the contemporary conventions.  He had already smashed his own fathers idols, and had been hurled into the fiery furnace, when he defied Nimrod and his idols.

Why was humanity so gung-ho and wildly devoted to the worship of idols?  What did it represent to them?

Idol worship can be understood as the manipulation of the forces of nature through all sorts of pagan practices.  All this is done in order to secure happiness and good fortune, to live the good life and to live off the fat of the land without any moral burden or ethical obligation.    This is a very distinct path, the direction bluntly plotted out.  Where is the money?  Go for it.  Where is the power and the influence?  Go for it.  Life can be great, as long as you appease the right powers, pay your membership dues, and make the effective connections. 

In stark contrast, stands Hashem’s mandate to Avraham Avinu of לֶךְ-לְךָ מֵאַרְצְךָ וּמִמּוֹלַדְתְּךָ וּמִבֵּית אָבִיךָ אֶל-הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אַרְאֶךּ .  Avraham Avinu is called upon by Hashem to step away from old, familiar conventions, mindsets, norms and behavior patterns - מארצך וממולדתך ומבית אביך.  Avrahm Avinu must carefully delve into the wellsprings of his person in order to access and express the dynamic and compelling uniqueness that is his חלק אלוק ממעל .   The journey to G-dliness, to קדושה is an on-going, ever-deepening quest,  that unfolds before Avraham’s eyes – אשר אראיך – that I will continually reveal to you. 

And it is a battle.  

It was not Avraham’s wealth that Nimrod and the mighty four nations were after.  Avraham Avinu is the live, flesh and blood proof that no matter how high they build their tower and how deep they wallow in their earthly pleasures, there is a conscience to the world, there is a soul, there is a Creator.  יש מנהיג לבירה.  There is a Creator to Whom they are all accountable.

Avraham Avinu stands as a thorn on their path.

*
Rav Aharon Soloveichik zt”l would always quote Rav Yisroel Salanter.  A Rav whom the people do not want to drive out of town is no Rav.  And a Rav who runs away is not a mentsch.  Rav Aharon Soloveichik was referring to the adversity that he faced in Chicago, because he consistently and tenasciously upheld the laws of the Torah, and consistently battled for tzeddek and mishpat, against corruption.  Rav Aharon succeeded courageously and single-handedly to obstruct and dismantle the movement to take the mechitza out of shuls, thereby stemming the dangerous tide of compromising Torah in all of its realms.  Rav Aharon battled against the Mizrachi of Chicago, all alone (deserted by the Telshe of Chicago, who stood by silently in their effort to cultivate public relations credit points with the Mizrachi baalabatim of Chicago), when the Mizrachi was in the process of selling their building in Albany Park to Buddhist missionaries.  These missionaries  would use this building to snatch Jewish souls in the downtrodden neighborhood and draw them into idolatry and promiscuity r”l.  Rav Aharon courageously and single-handedly defended a poor family who was threatened by powerful  and wealthy gvirim to be evicted from their home and to be thrown mercilessly out into the street.  Rav Aharon sometimes would mention that Mr. Seymour Abrams would boast to people:  I am going to drive Rabbi Soloveichik out of Chicago.  
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HaRav Shach, in one of his seminal addresses to the tzibbur of bnei Torah, also quoted Rav Yisrael Salanter, in reference to himself, but he quoted only the first half.  HaRav Shach said:  They say that I am a baal machlokes, but Rav Yisrael Salanter said that a Rav whom the people don”t want to drive out of the town is not a Rav.  

The battle of Rav Aharon Soloveichik for Torah stands in stark contrast to the battle of Rav Shach for Torah.  HaRav Shach with his great political genius succeeded in manipulating the forces of political nature to build a huge empire of Torah in Eretz Yisrael.  But Rav Aharon zt”l defied the forces of political nature in his heroic, courageous and solitary endeavor to uphold the Torah, to seal all the breaches of Torah in the Jewish community. 

HaRav Shach built a huge power structure called Degel HaTorah.  Rav Aharon zt”l in his uncompromising stance to seal all breaches of Torah, defied all power structures.  All the political forces in the Jewish community (including the heimishe organizations) were on one side and Rav Aharon moved to the other side to declare alone to everyone the nitzchius of Torah.

Once Degel HaTorah was founded as a huge political power structure, it assumed a life of its own. They didn’t face isolation within the Torah community.  No one would dare to try to oust them from town.  On the contrary, the politicians of Degel HaTorah manipulated the forces of nature to isolate Gedoila Torah who did not approve of their synthesis of Torah and political power.  A student of HaRav Gustman zt”l related that he was in the room of his Rebbe when politicians of Degel HaTorah called his Rebbe and asked him to endorse the political party of Degel HaTorah.  HaRav Gustman refused to endorse Degel HaTorah because he was opposed to the merging of Torah with a political machinery.  As a consequence, HaRav Gustman was isolated within the Torah community of Eretz Yisroel. 

Today anyone with even a slight variation is immediately ostracized within the Torah community in Eretz Yisroel. If a person works to provide sustenance for his family, his children are not alloiwed into chedarim. But if he is wealthy or connected then his children will be admitted to the chedarim of his choice. And if someone doesn’t live in the select neighborhood then his children are not allowed into chedarim.  But if he is wealthy or connected, then this will immediately be overlooked.
Rav Aharon zt”l never attempted to isolate anyone in the Torah community. He never said a pejorative word about anyone. He never referred to anyone as a chamor(donkey) noissai sefarim or as a meshuganer. When Rav Aharon battled courageously to seal the breaches of Torah within the community, he only addressed the issues. He never defamed or offended personally any individual or any group. Rav Aharon was not attempting to manipulate the forces of nature and to build political power, because Rav Aharon knew that there is a conscience to the world. That there is a Creator. And that there is a soul. There is a Creator to Whom everyone is accountable.

יש מנהיג לבירה.
And that is why all the political forces in the Jewish community were on one side and Rav Aharon was alone on the other side declaring loudly, clearly, powerfully and pervasively to everyone the all-encompassing reality that there is a conscience to the world, that there is a Creator and that there is a soul. יש מנהיג לבירה. There is a Creator to Whom everyone is accountable.

And all of these political forces combined to battle Rav Aharon and his Torah because Rav Aharon had smashed their idols (the heimish idols and the non-heimish idols). They hurled Rav Aharon to the ground mercilessly because he refused to kneel idolatrously before them and acknowledge their power. But Rav Aharon did not succumb to them and said that a Rav who flees from his town is not a mentsch.   And the Torah of Rav Aharon stands today as an obstacle in the path of all those who remain in Aram Naharayim and continue to manipulate the forces of nature to build an empire for themselves in the Torah community.

When Rav Aharon zt”l passed away, a gvir in Chicago who prides himself in being a talmid of Rav Aharon attempted to take control of the Yeshiva of Rav Aharon and oust all of Rav Aharon’s children from the Yeshiva. This gvir-talmid has this picture of Rav Shach hanging in his dining room. How does this translate into such obscene behavior? How does this picture of HaRav Shach mesh with this gvir’s obscene attempt to erase the Torah of his Rebbe who was always very kind to him?







*

א"ר אבון כשם שפתח בד' מלכיות כך אינו חותם אלא בד' מלכיות את כדרלעומר מלך עילם ותדעל מלך גוים ואמרפל מלך שנער ואריוך מלך אלסר, כך אינו חותם אלא בד' מלכיות מלכות בבל ומלכות מדי ומלכות יון ומלכות אדום.  

רבי פנחס בשם רבי אייבו פתח (מיכה ד) והמה לא ידעו מחשבות ה' ולא הבינו עצתו כי קבצם כעמיר גרנה.  למה כל אלה חברו אל עמק השדים?  כדי שיפלו ביד אברהם.
Avraham Avinu’s battles, the Medrash teaches, will continue until the end of times, until the Malchus Hashem is established  in this world.  Avraham Avinu will persevere against all the worldly forces, against all odds.

כי יש מנהיג לבירה.
A gutten Erev Shabbos, From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh. 
